Jessica

& C L AU D

Hello!

ON A WINE TOUR
WITH FRIENDS

WE ARE

JESSICA
AND CLAUD
from Upstate New York

Dear

Birth parents
It’s nice to meet you. We

appreciate your taking the
time to look at our profile
and get to know us.

We can’t imagine what you are experiencing

We would like to pass down the values that our parents

right now, but we respect you for the challenging

have given us: faith, respect, humor, curiosity, compassion,

and loving decisions you’re making, and we

hard work, and love.

appreciate your courage! We want you to know
that if you choose us as your baby’s adoptive
parents, we are open to any kind of relationship
that you would want to have with us. We are
here not just for a baby, but for you, too. That
being said, we are so excited to become parents!
We have been happily married for seven years
and while we have been unable to grow our
family naturally, we have spent the last few years
prayerfully considering adoption as well.

We are blessed with a racially diverse, caring, and
supportive family. We live in a nice old house with
a big back yard, and we can’t
wait to bring a child into our
home to explore all the
wonderful possibilities that
await. Our golden retriever,
Mandy, is also excited to
have a playmate.
MEET MANDY!

about
us
@ AT LAKE PLACID

W

SAYING GOODBYE FOR A SHORT DEPLOYMENT @

e fell in love over two

our neighboring towns there were

Our home and marriage are

main things: our shared

three Dunkin’ Donuts and we

defined by love, trust, forgiveness,

values and laughter. You could fill

didn’t bother to clarify which one

dedication, and a lot of humor. We

a book with our inside jokes, so

we were meeting at, so we went

have been very happy in our family

we laugh together all the time and

to different ones! As you can see

of two (and with our dog Mandy),

we constantly finish each other’s

from the photo, we finally got

but when you have something

thoughts. One time when we were

it right. We still joke about this

good, you don’t want to keep it

dating, for example, we decided

when we pass a Dunkin’ Donuts.

to yourself, which is why we have
dreamed of sharing all our love

to meet at Dunkin’ Donuts.
Only one problem: between

how

we met
We met in Sunday school
when we were teenagers,
and according to Claud, he
was already hooked! We
lost touch for a few years
though, and after college
and the military, we reconnected on
Facebook and decided to catch up. We
went out for cheesecake, and the rest is
history. We were married the next year.

AT DUNKIN’ DONUTS

and laughter with a child.

About

Jessica

J

essica is a very loving and caring
person. She is a terrific wife and I

know she will be a terrific mother. She
is definitely a woman of many talents.
Between tending to her teaching
responsibilities and managing the house
while I’m at work, she also makes time to

help those in need. She frequently spends her time taking
our elderly friend to doctor appointments, babysitting, and
just simply being available when you need someone to talk
to. She is also gifted artistically. One of the first things that
attracted me to her when we met was her singing voice.
She also frequently doodles, paints on canvas, and adds an
artistic flair to our house, like a beautiful mural of a tree on
our bedroom wall. These are the character traits that make
me love her more each day.

ON A HIKE
IN THE
ADIRONDACKS

W H AT I D O

for a living

Jessica teaches English and French
– a job she absolutely loves – and
has had a lot of experience with middle
and high school students. Three years
ago, she left the classroom setting to
teach part-time from home in order to
accommodate Claud’s schedule and spend
time with him. Her schedule allows her to

ABOVE:
JESSICA AND
HER BEST
FRIEND
AFTER A 5K

be home most of the time, so she can be
a stay-at-home mom.

IN MONTMARTRE, PARIS

ON HISTORIC
TRAIN RIDE

About

C

Claud

laud is great with kids – patient,
attentive, self-sacrificing – and

he gives a fantastic “horsey ride.”

Claud is one of the kindest people I have
ever known, and he genuinely enjoys
helping others. He is the type of person
who will slave away for hours barbecuing
chicken for our families, making it just right,
enjoying a couple hours of socializing, and cleaning things
up afterward. He is great at imitations and telling funny
stories, and he makes people smile. He works hard at
everything he does, and he has a large variety of interests
and skills – fishing, wood-working, playing musical
instruments – that he cannot wait to share with our future
child. He looks forward to introducing him or her to
sports games, museums, historical sites, and concerts.
These are just a few of the reasons that I fell in love with
him, and I know that he will make an amazing father.

@ CLAUD ON
FERRIS WHEEL

WALKING ALONG
VIRGINIA BEACH

W H AT I D O

for a living
WITH A FRIEND'S SON
PLAYING MILLE BORNES

Claud works in a production plant
making automobile parts. It’s a great
company with good benefits and
a consistent work schedule. Claud works
evenings, so he is available during the day for
any important appointments, and he hopes
in a few years to be able to move to the day
shift, just in time to be available for afterschool activities!

W

OUR
e got

furry
FRIEND

our first

dog, Mandy, as a
puppy. She has
had five years to
soak up all our love
and attention, so
now she’s ready for a
tiny human buddy. She’s
terrific with kids – especially
ones that might share a snack!
She is a snuggly, playful, and
protective friend.

Home

OUR

W

e live in upstate New York in a small town
where there is a nice sense of community.

We can walk down the street to the library or a
couple of parks. While it is a rural setting, we are a
short drive away from two or three cities with lots of
opportunities for adventure. Our immediate family
and much of our extended family live nearby as well,
which is great.

CLAUD PLAYING THE
GUITAR TO MANDY

OUR

C

hobbies

laud likes to write music and play guitar, piano,
and violin. He enjoys barbecuing chicken,

fishing, and playing NASCAR and baseball on the
Playstation. Jessica likes to spend time in the garden,
try new recipes, sew, write letters, and read a lot of
books (although she hates suspense and often reads the
end of the book early on). Together, we often stay in and
watch classic TV shows or play games on the Wii. We
like tossing a ball in the backyard, playing racquetball,
and taking Mandy for walks around town. There is also
a fantastic mini golf course nearby and a Chinese buffet
that we frequent. We also enjoy traveling – visiting
family, seeing historical sites and museums, and relaxing
on the beach.
AT A BASEBALL GAME

our favorites...
FAVORITE DESSERT

FAVORITE TV SHOW

FAVORITE CHILDREN'S BOOK

JESSICA Pecan Pie

JESSICA Monk

JESSICA Dr. Desoto

CLAUD Fresh Blueberry Pie

CLAUD Family Matters

CLAUD My Children’s Bible

FAVORITE ANIMAL

FAVORITE INSTRUMENT

FAVORITE VACATION SPOT

JESSICA Hippopotamus

JESSICA Cello

JESSICA Savannah, GA

CLAUD Eagle

CLAUD Guitar

CLAUD Colonial Williamsburg

CLAUD BEGINNING WORK ON A CRIB ¤

¤ JESSICA ENJOYING READING TIME
WITH A FRIEND'S KIDS

Tribe

OUR

We are blessed with a loving family
and a supportive network of friends.

@ CLAUD’S DAD'S SIDE AT FAMILY REUNION

CLAUD comes from a
blended bi-racial family with
five older half-siblings and an
enormous extended family.
We like to get together for
big family barbecues, birthday
parties, and small visits.
Claud’s parents are deceased,
but they left a legacy of love,

CLAUD WITH HIS SIBLINGS

and we never lack family
to spend time with. We spend every Sunday
afternoon with Claud’s uncle and cousins and then
travel five minutes up the road to see Jessica’s
folks.
JESSICA is an only child, and her parents are

@ FAMILY REUNION WITH JESSICA'S MOM'S SIDE

WITH JESSICA'S PARENTS

thrilled at the prospect of a grandchild to love
and spoil and spend time with. She has a large
extended family who are close and love getting
together. There’s often a birthday party, a baby
shower, or a cookout on the calendar, and every
year, we have members of both our families over for
Thanksgiving. When we can, we also love visiting
our relatives in other states.
Jessica has belonged to a book club with
three close friends for years and has wonderful
colleagues at her school. Claud enjoys fishing,
going to ball games, and riding his motorcycle with
guys from his Army days and from his work. Our
pastor and his wife have known Claud since he was
little, so they’re also like family to us. We truly
have an amazing tribe.

JESSICA
WITH HER
BOOK CLUB
GIRLS

OUR THOUGHTS ON

Parenting

S

ince we have wanted to
be parents for so long,

we have had a lot of time to
think about how we would
like to raise children. What
we have learned in that time
is that you’re never really
prepared, since every child
is an individual, but we have
settled on a few things. We
want to teach our child to love
others, the way our Heavenly
Father has taught us to love,
by helping those in need. We
will strive to be fair, loving,
and wise in our rules and how
we enforce them, and we will
CHERISH every day that we
have with this child. Jessica
looks forward to reading with
our son or daughter, and Claud
looks forward to teaching him
or her to play some guitar.
We will encourage whatever
interests this child has and
help them discover what
they’re good at and what they
like. Mostly, we will strive to
create wonderful memories as
a family and help this child to
grow into a compassionate,
hard-working, curious, and
independent adult.

IN

Closing
Thank you for spending a
little time with us.

We'd love to hear
from you!

W

e understand that you can only learn so much from
some pictures and words, but we are happy to talk with

you any time if you’d like to get to know us better. Whatever the
circumstances, this is a difficult decision, and you are in our prayers
as you travel this journey. We can’t promise a perfect life for a child
– no one can, of course – but we can promise that in our home, your
child will be cherished and provided for, and they will know that
they were loved from the very beginning.

Jessica and Claud

If you have additional questions for us or would like to speak to us, please
contact T H E A D O P T I O N A L L I A N C E by calling 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 2 6 - 4 3 2 4 .

